
May 14, 2021

Dear JFK High School Students and Families:

I hope this letter finds you well.  As you know, this has been a challenging time for students and
school communities.  To that end, we would like to provide you with the most accurate, current
information possible specific to our revised grading and exam procedures for the 2020-2021
school year.

In this letter you will find detailed information regarding local final exams / projects; how final
grades will be calculated for all students; and the 2021 June and August Regents Exams.
Looking ahead, JFK High School educators will continue to monitor state or federal guidance in
this area, as the guidelines are subject to change.

We appreciate your close review of this letter.

End of Marking Period & End of Year Grading

● Students will continue to receive numerical grades in each of their classes.  No posted
quarterly or final grade can be lower than 50%.

● Students will be given the opportunity to make-up missing assignments prior to the close
of the marking period.

● It is critical that students put forth their best effort, because their average will be
calculated based upon all four marking periods and a local final exam / project (20% per
quarter + 20% for the final).

● Regents exams may not be used to calculate a student’s final course average.

Pathways to Course Credit

In order for a student to earn course credit for the 2020-2021 school year, they will receive a
final grade based upon one of the three options (see table below):



Three Pathways to Earn Course Credit

Option 1:  Cumulative Average Option 2: Local Final /
Final Project

Option 3: Regents Exam

*Cumulative Average of 65% or
higher over 4 quarters (2020-2021
school year), plus a “5th Quarter”
grade.

*Final course grades will be
determined by the average of 4
quarters plus a final exam/local final
(MP1 + MP2 + MP3 + MP4 + F.E.) /
5 = Final Average for full year
course. (MP3 + MP4 + F.E.) / 3 = for
semester courses.

*Students who successfully
complete the final exam/project may
be given an overall grade of 65% for
the course at the discretion of the
academic department and school
administration.

*Students may be exempt from the
local final exam/project at teacher
discretion. If a student is exempt
from the local final exam/project,
their “5th quarter grade” will be an
average of MP1 - MP4.  The same
applies to ½ year courses (MP 3 +
MP 4) / 2 = F.E. grade.

*If students have a passing (65% or
higher) four marking period
average, then they are eligible for
an “Exemption” on the Regents
Examination.

*If students are not passing (64% or
below) on their four marking period
average and they earn a 65% or
higher on the Regents Exam being
administered for a Regents level
course, then they will earn course
credit.

*Students earning course credit by
passing the in-person Regents
Exam will receive a grade of 65%
for their overall grade for the course.

***Concurrent enrollment classes with colleges/universities (ECC, NUSTEP, & AP offerings) may not be able to
offer all of the above options.***

Denial of Course Credit
If a student’s cumulative average is 64% or lower on all three options listed above, in order to
achieve course credit students must follow one of the options below:

Options for Students Who Fail

Option 1: Repeat the Course Option 2: Credit Recovery

Student will repeat the course during the 2021-2022
school year.

The student may be required to participate in a Credit
Recovery program at the discretion of the High School
Administration.

Local Final Exams/Local Final Project
*All courses are required to give a local final exam/local final project during our final days of
instruction.  Please note that these local final exams and local final projects will be administered
in class; students receiving fully remote instruction are required to complete the exam / project
in accordance with their regular school schedule. Information regarding the dates, times, and
format for each exam/project will be provided directly to students by their classroom teachers.
Teachers may opt to exempt specific students from participation in their local final exam/final
project based upon the student’s performance in the course and overall course average.  Please
note, regardless if students are exempt from an exam, local exam days are student attendance
days for all students in accordance with your selected learning model.
LOCAL FINALS / PROJECTS DUE: JUNE 11TH

*Some special area courses (i.e. Physical Education) may offer a modified plan for final projects.



IN-PERSON REGENTS EXAMS
The Board of Regents approved regulatory amendments for students who are scheduled to take
one or more Regents examinations during the June 2021 and August 2021 examination
periods. Students who earn course credit are exempt from passing the Regents Exams in order
to meet diploma requirements. Only the following 4 exams will be administered in June 2021:
English Language Arts; Living Environment; Algebra 1; Earth Science (written test only).  Please
note that if a student is passing the course (overall average is 65% or higher), then they are
eligible for an exemption for the diploma requirement. Even though there is an exemption,
students enrolled in these courses are still encouraged to take the exam and try their hardest to
do their best! In accordance with guidance from NYS, if a student decides to take a
Regents exam, regardless of their status for course credit, their score will be maintained
on the student’s permanent record.

REGENTS EXAM NOTIFICATION PROCESS
To begin, we ask that you please have a conversation with your child to determine if you are
interested in having your child attempt the Regents exam and/or accept the exemption.  Next,
please complete the Google Form (link below) notifying us of your plans to accept the
exemption, or attempt the exam.  Please note that if your child is not passing the course, they
are required to take the exam.  If you have any questions please reach out to your child’s
teacher, school counselor, or a member of our high school administration. Please complete
this survey no later than Friday, May 21st. If we do not hear from you, we will assume you
are taking the examination and will plan accordingly.

Regents Exam Participation Survey

See JFK HS Regents Exam Schedule Below:

June 17th
Thursday

June 18th
Friday

June 22nd
Tuesday

June 23rd
Wednesday

June 24th
Thursday

8:00 am - 11:00 am x 8:00 am - 11:00 am 8:00 am - 11:00 am 8:00 am - 11:00 am

English Language
Arts

Juneteenth
(Observed)

Living
Environment

Algebra I Earth Science
(written test only)

Furthermore, the following Regents Exams have been cancelled:
Geometry
Algebra II
Chemistry
Physics

Global History II
Transition Regents Exam in Global History

US History
Lastly, all August 2021 Regents Exams have been cancelled.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Yf0am8tDaOfVw_0dM0pweFBps9_Vk1HpMJ62nsQVbeY/edit


Last Day of Instruction
The last day of instruction at JFK High School will be Wednesday, June 16th.  We will follow our
regular schedule up to and including Wednesday, June 16th.  Students will be expected to
attend their scheduled classes, including Wednesday synchronous online classes, through June
16th.

During the Regents exam period (June 17th – June 24th) some students may be called in to
complete missing assignments prior to the end of the school year. This mandatory work
period may be required in order for a student to graduate or achieve course credit.
Please note that a socially-distanced, outdoor commencement ceremony is scheduled
for June 25th with a rain date of June 26th.

The best way to support your student is having them establish consistent communication with
each of their teachers and guidance counselors.  Our faculty is available to address all concerns
and meet your child’s academic needs.

Please know we are very grateful for your continued partnership, and feel free to reach out to us
directly with any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Robert N. Julian, Jr. Daniel Reiford
Principal Assistant Principal / Athletic Director
RJulian@cheektowagasloan.org DReiford@cheektowagasloan.org
(716) 891-6407 (716) 891-6407
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